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ALUMNI NOTES
CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2013!
IT’S COMMENCEMENT WEEK as I write this, and I wish all the best to 
this year’s graduates. I also extend to them an enthusiastic welcome as they join the ranks of 
Hillsdale College Alumni. 
 The Class of 2013 has been a joy and an inspiration as they have developed their 
potential and have represented our college so ably—in the classroom, in athletic and 
intellectual pursuits, in and around the halls of commerce and government, on the stage, 
and in concert halls.
 Already they have also set a high standard of support for our alma mater. Prior to graduation, 
nearly half of the class has pledged financial support of the College —even as most of them face 
the financial challenges and uncertainties of post-college life. Good luck and kudos to them!
AN EARLY HOMECOMING IN 2013
Please note that, due to an unusually busy campus calendar next October, Homecoming 
will be earlier than usual—September 28th. The Alumni Executive Board is in the advanced 
stages of planning the event, and detailed information will be mailed to you over the 
summer. In the meantime, mark your calendar, encourage your friends to attend, and make 
your hotel reservations.
REBIRTH OF LIBERTY AND LEARNING CAMPAIGN
In the coming months, you will be hearing more about Hillsdale’s next major fundraising 
effort. The goal of the Rebirth of Liberty and Learning Campaign is to raise $450 million, 
and it will officially begin with a special campus event in early October. 
 More than $50 million of this total will be directed to important capital projects (some of 
which are already under way), including the upgrade of student residences; additions and 
improvements to our conference, dining, and lodging spaces; and the significant expansion 
and renovation of our athletic facilities. And nearly $400 million is being sought to endow 
scholarships, faculty chairs, outreach activities, and the maintenance of our buildings and grounds. 
 Alumni—in addition to parents, trustees, faculty and staff, and committed friends of the 
College—will be called upon to help meet the campaign’s goals. I have no doubt that we will 
again rise to the challenge. 
Grigor “Scot” Hasted, ’74, Director of Alumni Relations
Fond Farewells, 
Happy Reunions, 
AND NEW CHALLENGES
Online 
News and 
Information
Be sure to follow news 
of special interest 
to alumni on the 
following online sites:
Hillsdale College website:  
hillsdale.edu 
Homecoming website:  
hillsdale.edu/support/
alumni/events/
homecoming.asp
Alumni Board 
Membership: hillsdale.
edu/support/alumni/
staff.asp
Online Alumni Directory: 
alumni.hillsdale.edu 
Alumni Twitter: @
alumniatthedale
Alumni Facebook: 
Hillsdale College Alums
Charger Athletic News/
rosters/schedules/stats: 
hillsdalechargers.com  
Public Lectures and 
Events: hillsdale.edu/
seminars 
 Biermann Athletic 
Center
• Named after the late Margot 
V. Biermann, a 1993 alumna 
and avid runner
• Four acrylic tennis courts
• Six-lane, 200-meter NCAA 
regulation track
• Widest 200-meter track in 
the world
• Nine-lane, 100-meter 
straightaway track
• One long jump and one triple 
jump runway and pit
• One permanent and one 
portable pole vault station
A New Home for Health 
and Fitness
Margot V. Biermann Athletic Center 
DEDICATED
EXACTLY 364 DAYS after the groundbreaking ceremony for the 
Margot V. Biermann Athletic Center, the Hillsdale College community 
gathered inside the completed facility for its dedication. Over-life-size 
banners of some of Hillsdale’s track and tennis athletes graced the walls, 
in addition to banners featuring the Hillsdale College Athletic Mission 
Statement and photos of campus. As speakers discussed during the ceremony, 
the colossal 76,000-square-foot building provides much-needed space not 
ON THE 
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Biermann Athletic Center ribbon-cutting
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only for the track and tennis teams, but also for the entire 
student body.
 In her remarks, senior class president and volleyball team 
captain Lauren Grover spoke of how Hillsdale’s athletes 
pride themselves on their “dedication and discipline.” The 
Biermann Center provides an excellent facility for athletes to 
continue that dedication. Grover said that she looks forward 
to many return trips to Hillsdale to cheer on athletes and 
attend special events in the new building.
 Athletic Director Don Brubacher noted that those who 
have used the Biermann Center thus far have been impressed 
by the quality of the building. On March 2, 2013, it was 
opened to students with a daylong celebration featuring 
games and other activities. Since then, it has hosted a College 
track and field meet, tennis games, high school track and 
field meets, and luncheons. In addition to sporting events, 
Brubacher said that the “open, spacious, and inviting” 
building can comfortably seat up to 5,000 guests for formal 
events such as Commencement, which it did the following 
day due to inclement weather. “This building is so large 
and versatile, that it will take time for us to realize its full 
potential,” he said.
 President Larry Arnn remarked that the Biermann Center 
is only the third athletic building constructed in the College’s 
history, and the first completely new construction since 1926. 
“This is unlike any other athletic building in the area,” he 
said, noting the large windows that spill natural light across 
the floor. In paying tribute to the building’s namesake, 
Margot Biermann, Arnn read from a plaque that hangs near 
the building’s entrance. Born in The Netherlands in 1945, 
Mrs. Biermann attended school only until the age of 14. 
She worked as a governess for families throughout Europe 
for many years, until she married Frank Biermann in 1972 
and moved to the United States. She earned an associate’s 
degree in accounting in 1976, but it wasn’t until 1990, at her 
husband’s urging, that she began to realize her lifelong dream 
of earning a degree in education. She enrolled in Hillsdale 
College and while there, she developed her interest in long-
distance running, a hobby she pursued through participation 
in numerous marathons. She graduated summa cum laude 
from Hillsdale in 1993 and taught preschool in metro Detroit 
until she and her husband retired in 2001. Sadly, she passed 
away in 2010, but she made known before her death her wish 
to share her blessings with Hillsdale. 
 “Margot was challenged at Hillsdale and really blossomed 
here,” Arnn said. “It is simply perfect that this building was 
given by a generous man out of love for his wife.”
 Frank Biermann expressed how honored he was at 
being “part of the team” that brought the building to life. 
He acknowledged the family and friends who joined him, 
including both his sister-in-law and niece who traveled to 
Hillsdale from The Netherlands. “This is a magnificent 
building,” he said, “but it’s the people who make a great 
institution.” He spoke of his wife’s experience as a Hillsdale 
student and of those who helped her achieve her dream. 
“Hillsdale creates an environment in which you can pursue 
your talents at the highest level. Margot was diligent, 
studious, and dedicated. I hope that her journey through 
life will inspire future generations of students who come 
through this building.”
 Frank Biermann concluded the dedication by reading a 
poem titled “Songbird” that he wrote just days after Margot’s 
death. “Thank you for giving me another way to remember 
Margot,” he concluded. ■ Monica VanDerWeide, ’95
Volleyball players Sydney Lenhart, Lauren Grover, and Caitlin 
Kopmeyer with President Arnn and Athletic Director Don Brubacher.
Frank Biermann with his Hillsdale Academy scholarship recipients 
next to a portrait and plaque honoring his late wife.
3
ON THE 
H I L L
FOR OVER 40 YEARS, Mossey Library has 
served as the hub of student research. While its growth during 
that time is obvious in terms of physical size and number of 
books, alumni and students may not realize that other recent 
developments have made it a world leader in library science.
 Mossey Library holds the distinction of being the first 
library in the world to switch to the Sierra automation 
platform, developed by Innovative Interfaces, an integrated 
library systems provider. This platform provides “complete, 
customizable integrated library system functionality with the 
power and scale of modern software architecture.” The library 
switched to the new system during the 2011-2012 school 
year. “We are featured in a lot of recent library publications,” 
Technical Services Librarian Maurine McCourry says. Now 
that the one-year benchmark has passed, the library continues 
to give important feedback to Innovative about how to rework 
and refine the internal technical functions. 
 The library has also started developing its collection to 
serve a new stratum of users—students in Hillsdale’s recently 
launched Graduate School of Statesmanship. Focusing on 
research-oriented materials, the librarians are building their 
political science and classics sections, including secondary 
scholarship in foreign languages such as German and 
French. They anticipate an increased demand on the library’s 
interlibrary loan system and on MelCat, a statewide resource 
sharing system, as the graduate students prepare to write their 
dissertations. “We were prepared for this, and we are able to 
build on an already solid collection,” McCourry says.
 Martin Nord, the recently hired public services librarian, 
oversees the interlibrary loan system as well as important 
services with research and technological tools. He hosted a 
workshop for graduate students on software programs that can 
help create and manage bibliographies for academic papers. He 
plans to make other students aware of these services as well.
 Nord also leads a student worker focus group to identify 
issues and ideas on how to improve the library. Student workers 
create a liaison between the library staff and student users and 
can identify problems of which the library staff is not aware. 
The group meets once every two weeks to exchange ideas and 
work on projects. The students have made suggestions for 
rearranging the applications for the new web page and worked 
on storyboarding YouTube videos to acclimate new students 
to basic library functions. With the group’s encouragement, 
Nord designed a schema of the library, showing the content and 
services provided on each floor, which is displayed in central 
locations throughout the library. He also manages the library’s 
Facebook account (Michael Alex Mossey Library) and Twitter 
feed (@mosseylibrary).
 Nord and the rest of the library staff are dedicated to staying 
on the cutting edge of library technology. The librarians 
recently attended the Association of College and Research 
Libraries in Indianapolis, Indiana, where they previewed 
different products at vendor showcases. “While we cannot 
implement every good idea we hear about, we strive to figure 
out what works best for Hillsdale,” Nord states.
Mossey Library
On the Cutting Edge 
OF RESEARCH 
DEVELOPMENT  
AND TECHNOLOGY
Mossey Library switched to the Sierra automation platform last year, 
the first library in the world to do so. 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 30
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Lorna Holmes
KENDALL HALL will lack some color this coming 
fall. After 25 years of living and working in Michigan, 
Professor of Classical Studies Lorna Holmes, known to many 
for her bright wardrobe and “Tropical Print Thursdays,” will 
be heading to the tropics for her retirement. 
 Originally from Seattle, Washington, Holmes received her 
bachelor of arts degree from the University of Washington in 
1977 and her master’s degree from the University of California, 
Santa Barbara, in 1981. After attending Harvard for her 
doctorate, Holmes came to Hillsdale in 1988. 
 Holmes recalled that when she first came to Hillsdale, there 
were no classes offered in the classical languages. She was the 
second professor hired to help restart the Classical Studies 
Department, and much of Hillsdale’s current classics program 
and curriculum exists because of her work. Holmes says that 
she appreciated being at Hillsdale for this reason: “I was free 
to teach and to form curriculum in the way that I saw fit.” 
She enjoyed the opportunity to be creative, to figure out what 
worked, and to modify what she sought to accomplish. “I feel 
proud of what I’ve accomplished,” Holmes asserts.
 Since 1988, the Classical Studies Department has expanded to 
include six full-time teaching positions. It has grown to a program 
with over 200 students a semester enrolled in classes. Each year, 
members of the classics honorary, Eta Sigma Phi, win national 
awards for papers and translations. According to Holmes, 
Hillsdale has “a classical languages program second to none 
among small colleges in the U.S.”
 Although she has “taught everything” in the department, 
Holmes most recently has taught several levels of Ancient 
Greek. She remembers “sweet moments” helping students 
make connections, stating that the highlight of her job was 
“getting people to do things they didn’t think they would 
be able to do.” Assisting students who struggled with the 
language and seeing them succeed has been her passion—
in her words, “that is fun.” When asked what wisdom she 
would share from her 
teaching years, Holmes 
says: “Teaching is about 
students. You need to 
understand what they 
need, even if it’s not what 
you originally thought.” 
For Holmes, it was about 
the students, not herself. 
“If you need to change,” 
she says of working with 
her students, “so be it.”
 And Holmes has certainly had her impact. Russell Morey, 
’13, said of her teaching: “The semester I had Dr. Holmes was 
the semester in which my Greek was in the best shape. She 
insisted that we know all the ins and outs of every sentence, 
and her high expectations made us learn more than we 
thought was possible. I think we all started out afraid of her 
and ended our time with her wishing it could continue. All 
the Hellenists will miss her.”
 Holmes’ impact has been felt not only by students, 
but also by faculty members. According to Associate 
Professor of Classics Gavin Weaire, “She’s been a wonderful 
colleague. There was a time when this department was only 
Dr. Holmes. There would be no department without her, 
and without her I would not have a job. We are going to 
miss her very much.”
 Holmes expressed gratefulness for her colleagues in the 
Classics Department and throughout Hillsdale. She felt lucky 
to be part of a solid department that functions well: “It was a 
huge blessing because so many don’t work that way.” She also 
enjoyed the unity among departments at Hillsdale. She knew 
people from every department and discipline on campus, a 
benefit unique to a small college. “At large universities, you 
don’t get that.”
 While at Hillsdale, Holmes translated versions of Plato’s 
Symposium and Aristophanes’ play Wealth for the Theatre 
Department to perform. She attended St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church and volunteered at the church’s free clinic. And each 
year, she hosted a meal that was prepared utilizing ancient 
methods for classics students.
 In her retirement, Holmes plans to spend her time writing 
children’s fiction. She and her husband are moving to Hawaii 
sometime next year, where her husband will work as a 
business consultant. All of Hillsdale wishes her well and is 
grateful for her years of service, perserverance, and flair of 
color at the College. ■ Alexander Tiren, ’13
A Pillar of the 
Classics Department
Lorna Holmes
RETIRES
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EACH YEAR at Hillsdale, one senior man and one 
senior woman are selected by their classmates and by faculty 
as examples of character, leadership, and commitment to the 
ideals of the College. They are then responsible for speaking 
at the Parents’ Weekend luncheon, giving the invocation and 
benediction at the College’s Spring Convocation, and presenting 
at Admissions events. Hannah Akin of St. Louis, Missouri, 
and Ethan Smith of Jonesville, Michigan, were honored as 
Outstanding Senior Woman and Man for the Class of 2013.
 After working for a year following high school, Akin 
applied to three colleges, one of which was Hillsdale. She 
had determined that the first thing she was looking for in a 
school was a community of learning. She wanted to receive 
an education at a place where people worked together and 
learned from each other, instead of just going to class for 
a paper degree. Eventually, the financial aid package Akin 
received from Hillsdale tipped the scales in its favor. Now, 
she “can’t imagine having gone anywhere else.”
 Akin completed a double major in American studies 
and art and was involved in numerous student groups and 
activities. She became a member of the Hillsdale Christian 
Fellowship vision team, joined the Kappa Kappa Gamma 
sorority, and worked as a resident advisor in two women’s 
dormitories. She was elected vice president of her senior class 
and worked for three years in Career Services. She also made 
time for highland dance, social dance, and events with the 
Cravats and Bluestockings Club.
 All these activities helped make Hillsdale fulfilling, 
but ultimately it was the community that had the greatest 
impact on her. Akin recalls attending a student leadership 
workshop, during which she was inspired by the idea of 
the free association of students for the sake of learning and 
growing together, as found in John Henry Newman’s Idea 
of a University. She appreciated how Hillsdale’s professors 
taught students “how to live and how to think,” moving them 
toward virtue in their teaching and in their examples. For 
Akin, Hillsdale meant being challenged by fellow students and 
learning from professors. She was impressed by President Arnn 
and his ability to bring people together to do things well, and 
she was encouraged by the deans: “I was amazed at how well 
they run their divisions,” she says. She enjoyed the sincerity of 
the people and their dedication to practice what they taught. 
“Hillsdale is remarkably free from double standards.”
 Akin says she was overwhelmed when she read the letter 
from the President’s Office bestowing the honor on her. It 
was surreal, she says, as she remembers counting ballots for 
the Outstanding Senior Woman nomination her freshman 
year when she worked in Career Services. Now, it was her 
turn. In addition to the honor, Akin says the experience was 
humbling and it heightened her sense of responsibility. 
 “Hillsdale has given me confidence,” Akin says. “Wherever 
I go, I know I’m prepared for it.” In the immediate future, 
she will intern at the marketing department of Kimberly-
Clark Corporation in Atlanta, Georgia. She also wants to 
continue working on her art, and is considering teaching 
at a classical school to help share and pass on what she 
learned at Hillsdale.
 Ethan Smith grew up in Jonesville, Michigan, mere miles 
from Hillsdale College. He attended Hillsdale Academy 
ON THE 
H I L L
CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
Outstanding  
Seniors 
Hannah Akin and  
Ethan Smith
Hannah Akin and Ethan Smith were voted 
Outstanding Senior Woman and Man of 2013.
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Collin D. Barnes
• Assistant Professor of 
Psychology
• B.S., John Brown 
University, 2003
• M.S., University of 
Oklahoma, 2006
• Ph.D., University of 
Oklahoma, 2010
• Joined Hillsdale faculty in 
2012
AS ASSISTANT PROFESSOR of Psychology Collin Barnes looks back 
on his first year at Hillsdale College, he can say that Hillsdale has shaped him, and he 
has helped shape Hillsdale. He is eager to reflect on what the discipline of psychology 
offers the liberal arts.
 In his own education, Barnes focused on social personality psychology with a minor 
in quantitative methods. After doing postdoctoral research, he moved his young family 
to Delaware to work in the industrial sector while searching for an academic position. 
Alumna Abigail Clevenger, ’07, who Barnes met at church, learned of Barnes’ job search 
and told him that a position was opening at Hillsdale.
 Barnes was attracted to Hillsdale by “its informed emphasis on a liberal arts education.” 
He quickly discovered that Hillsdale students had an insatiable eagerness to learn. Rather 
than being confronted with the question, “Is this going to be on the test?” he found 
he could engage with students on issues and intellectual dilemmas with which he was 
wrestling. “Teachers not only offer answers, they also pose questions,” he says. “We must 
be examples of how thoughtful adults face hard questions and explore them seriously.” 
 Barnes has his Psychology 101 students design projects that apply psychology 
and other disciplines in the liberal arts to a cultural phenomenon. His students 
divide into groups and select a work of art, literature, or music to analyze and then 
demonstrate how their choice reflects different historical and philosophical trends and 
psychological principles studied in class. The goal is to get students thinking about how 
culture expresses ultimate questions about reality and humanity’s place in the universe, 
and how the liberal arts help them navigate these questions.
 He has also taught upper-level classes on statistics and methods. “In my Research 
Methods class, we tested three interrelated and novel hypotheses that have not been 
tested,” Barnes says. He is fascinated by the challenge of applying the scientific method to 
questions about human psychology.
 Barnes appreciates the intellectual community he has found at Hillsdale and embraces 
the challenge of seeing how psychology integrates with the liberal arts. “It’s not uncommon 
for people to be suspicious of psychology, because they think the scientific method is good 
for studying subatomic particles, but not for studying attitudes, motives, or memory,” he 
says. “I think one goal of integrating psychology into the liberal arts is to quell this suspicion. 
Studying people scientifically provides insight into the human experience much as reading 
ancient poetry does. Psychology should never be the dominant voice in the conversation 
about what human nature is, but it should be a voice.” ■ Elizabeth Anne Odell, ’13
FRESHMAN FACULTY
Collin Barnes
A Fresh Perspective 
ON THE LIBERAL ARTS
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Anthony 
Brooks, ’15
• Featured in a 2013 
Volkswagen Golf 
commercial
• Second-fastest 
Rubik’s Cube solver 
in North America
• Among top ten 
fastest Rubik’s Cube 
solvers in the world
• Speedcubing101.com
Brooks be Nimble, 
Brooks Be Quick,
Is Brooks Faster 
THAN A GOLF 5-SPEED STICK?
THE LIST OF INTERESTING things the average person can 
accomplish in 6.93 seconds is short, if existent. For sophomore Anthony Brooks, 
solving a Rubik’s Cube is on that list.
 Brooks grew up in Lufkin, Texas, and came to Hillsdale two years ago. His 
grandfather received Imprimis and encouraged Brooks to visit the school, of which 
he had never heard. “It’s a common story around here,” Brooks remarks. He had 
several other schools in mind and was not planning on attending Hillsdale, but then 
ON THE 
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Rubik’s Cube champion Anthony Brooks
8
he visited. “I realized this is the place I wanted to be,” he 
says. He is majoring in International Business and studying 
Spanish. A member of the Alpha Tau Omega fraternity, he 
also participates in a local Buddy Reading Program and 
enjoys intramural sports.
 Brooks solved his first Rubik’s Cube as a sophomore in 
high school on a long bus ride to a cross-country meet. A 
teammate taught him how to do it, and he was hooked. “It’s 
fun and you can do it anywhere,” he says. As he worked at 
it, he became faster. But at his first competition, he lagged 
behind other competitors. “I was blown away,” he recalls. 
But this only motivated him to practice more: “I realized 
the faster I got, the more places I would be able to go.” 
Since then, he has competed at 40 events across the world, 
including in Canada, Italy, France, and Germany.
 Brooks is among the top ten fastest Rubik’s Cube solvers 
in the world. He has won the national championship and has 
broken three records in North America, where he is currently 
ranked as the second-fastest Rubik’s Cube solver.
 In 2012, as the semester’s final examinations were 
starting, Brooks received an e-mail from Volkswagen, 
asking him if he wanted to be featured in an advertisement 
the company was filming for the VW Golf R. He 
rescheduled his finals and f lew out to California that week. 
“It was an awesome experience,” he recalls. “They treated 
me like a celebrity.” For the ad, Brooks was strapped into 
the VW vehicle with a stunt driver—as it happens, Chuck 
Norris’ son— and attempted to solve a Rubik’s Cube before 
they crossed the finish line of an off-road track. The car 
won. The twist? Brooks solved the cube one-handed.
 In the future, Brooks intends to continue competing in 
major competitions, including the world championship in 
Las Vegas later this summer. He is open to any opportunities 
that may arise, and has been invited to perform at the 
Liberty Science Center Gala this year in New York. More 
importantly, he has plans to spend a semester studying 
abroad in Argentina as part of his Hillsdale education. 
■ Alexander Tiren, ’13
OUTSTANDING SENIORS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
(the private classical school associated with the College), 
following his brother, one of five siblings, who graduated 
from Hillsdale in 2006. Growing up in the shadow of all 
things Hillsdale, he described the College as initially “being 
at the bottom of my list.” He looked for schools with more 
prominent engineering programs. But in the end, he chose 
Hillsdale because of the people, the financial aid package, 
and the fact that he knew he would receive a great education. 
In retrospect, Smith says, he “wouldn’t change anything.”
 At first, Smith thought he would spend a couple of years 
at the College and then transfer. But once in classes, he “fell 
in love and didn’t want to go anywhere else.” In his words, 
“It is becoming more evident as I observe the exact opposite 
viewpoint in our culture, that it is all the more necessary to 
continue Hillsdale’s mission.” Smith believes that Hillsdale 
will play a huge role in coming years, in its influence on 
American culture and American politics.
 Smith majored in mathematics and minored in business 
administration. He joined the Sigma Chi fraternity, the math 
honorary, and the Catholic Society, and he managed the men’s 
basketball team. He was also involved in “A Few Good Men,” 
a campus volunteer group that meets manual labor needs in 
the community. On attending school so close to home, he says, 
“It’s a real joy. I like being around my hometown. It’s all about 
the people. It means everything to me.”
 Smith attributed the honor of being named Outstanding 
Senior Man to the people around him: his parents, his family, 
and his girlfriend. He credits his family and the people at 
Hillsdale for cultivating his character. “When they heard,” he 
says, “they were elated.” 
 Although he asserts that public speaking is not his forte, 
Smith said that it was interesting to “test those waters” 
with the speaking responsibilities required by his selection. 
Ultimately, he believes “it is another way of being of service 
to the College.”
 Smith’s future plans include either teaching math and 
science at Bridgedale Academy near Chicago, or doing 
analytical work for a business near Detroit. Eventually, he 
wants to move back to the Hillsdale area to raise a family, and 
potentially, to work at the College. ■ Alexander Tiren, ’13
Brooks is among the top ten fastest 
Rubik’s Cube solvers in the world. He 
has won the national championship 
and has broken three records in North 
America, where he is currently ranked as 
the second-fastest Rubik’s Cube solver.
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PROFESSOR EMERITA of Spanish Lilian Libby 
Rick, ’43, passed away on March 30, 2013, one day shy of her 91st 
birthday and what would have been her 67th wedding anniversary 
to her husband Phil, who preceded her in death last summer.
 Although she was born and raised in Maine, Libby, as she was 
known—“everybody at college called me by my last name and 
it stuck!” she once said—visited Hillsdale often in the summer. 
Her grandparents, both Hillsdale College alumni, lived in what 
is now called the Dow Residence (otherwise known as the Paul 
House or Alpha Xi Delta), and her grandfather, Lorenzo Dow, 
served as secretary and treasurer of the College from 1916 to 
1936. Those childhood visits had a profound effect on Rick. At 
the age of six, she decided she would attend Hillsdale College, 
marry a fellow student, and live in town for the rest of her life. 
 Rick enrolled at Hillsdale in 1939, intending to major in 
chemistry, but switched to Spanish when a Spanish professor 
offered her a job if she majored in it. Rick so excelled in the 
language that professors asked her to substitute teach their 
classes. A student in one of those classes, Phillip Rick, ’45, 
approached her one day after class and asked her out on a date. 
So began a love story that lasted nearly 70 years. The couple 
married in 1946 after Phil returned from Navy service in 
World War II.
 Rick, who earned her master’s degree in Spanish from the 
University of Michigan and taught at Macalester College 
while Phil served in the Navy, began teaching at Hillsdale in 
1946. After one year, she took the next nine years off to focus 
on raising her sons, Jon and Doug. She returned to full-time 
teaching in 1956, later taking two years off to complete her 
doctorate at Michigan State University, which she received 
in 1973. Even though she retired from full-time teaching in 
1991, she continued to teach a senior Spanish seminar until 
2000, which she cited as one of her fondest memories as a 
professor. She also joined her modern language colleagues 
for weekly lunches for many years after retiring. 
 The Ricks enjoyed traveling, visiting Spain and other 
countries. Rick holds the distinction of being Hillsdale’s first 
faculty member to be awarded a sabbatical, which she and Phil 
spent in Spain in 1984-85. In order to help Hillsdale students 
receive the benefits of studying abroad, the Ricks established 
the Lilian Libby Rick Modern Languages Scholarship for 
Foreign Study in the 1980s. 
 Many faculty and alumni remember the hospitality the 
Ricks extended to their College family. They served as a 
host family for over a dozen foreign students and frequently 
entertained guests. “She always had a pie in the oven,” recalls 
Professor of Spanish Sandy Puvogel. “She was always delighted 
to see you. She made you feel like you were so special to her,” 
says Professor of French Ellen Justice-Templeton. 
 Rick also had artistic talent. She painted watercolors of 
campus buildings and nature scenes from Michigan and Maine, 
some of which were compiled by her son Doug into two books. 
She loved sharing her art and handwritten letters with friends 
and family, sending out 40 cards in the last week of her life.  
“She was always looking out, not in,” Puvogel says.
 At the 2007 Alumni Awards Banquet, the College honored the 
Ricks with the Tower Award for their outstanding service and 
commitment to Hillsdale. “Receiving this award has been one of 
my most memorable moments here,” Rick said with pride.
 Deanna Hutson Milahy, ’92, who teaches Spanish at 
Eastern Michigan University, summarizes the impact that 
Rick had on the thousands of students that studied under 
Hillsdale Mourns 
Loss of Lilian 
Libby Rick 
Beloved Spanish Professor
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
The late Phillip and Lilian Libby Rick received the Tower Award 
at the 2007 Alumni Awards Banquet.
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her: “Dr. Rick was an outstanding educator. She showed 
boundless enthusiasm for her field and had an infectious 
joy that engaged her students and inspired us to work hard 
in her classes. She had a tremendous impact on my life, 
and was part of an exceptional Spanish faculty at Hillsdale 
that prepared me to become a Spanish professor myself. Dr. 
Rick funded a scholarship for students, which helped me 
go abroad for a year. She also advised the national Spanish 
honor society, Sigma Delta Pi. Each year, she would initiate 
new members and hold a reception for us in her home. Those 
personal touches and absolute commitment to students were 
what made her such a remarkable woman. I will miss her.” 
■ Monica VanDerWeide, ’95
PROFESSOR EMERITUS of Chemistry Ray 
Johnson passed away on January 23, 2013, in The Villages, 
Florida. He was 73 years old. Johnson spent 32 years at 
Hillsdale, during which time he oversaw a dramatic expansion 
of the Chemistry Department, not only in terms of teachers 
and students, but also in facilities and equipment.
 An Ohio native, Johnson received his bachelor of science 
degree from Kent State University in 1961 and his Ph.D. from 
Ohio University in 1966. He worked as a senior research 
chemist at PPG Industries for the next three years, although, 
according to a 2001 Hillsdale Magazine profile, teaching 
chemistry at a liberal arts college was always in the back of his 
mind: “[I] knew that a liberal arts education was superior to 
the education that one receives at a state university,” he was 
quoted as saying.
 When Johnson arrived at Hillsdale in 1969, he was one of 
two chemistry professors teaching in the then-new Strosacker 
Science Center. That would remain the case for 20 years. The 
1990s saw the addition of new chemistry faculty as well as the 
completion of the Dow Science Building. Johnson estimated 
that the number of chemistry majors grew nearly five-fold in 
his 32 years at the College.
 Dean of Natural Sciences and Professor of Chemistry 
Chris VanOrman remembers Johnson as “an all-around good 
man with a deep passion for his work and for the College.” 
He notes that Johnson’s years 
of work paved the way for 
the Chemistry Department 
to receive approval in 2005 
from the American Chemical 
Society (ACS) for its program, 
and to offer students an 
opportunity to receive an 
ACS-certified degree.
 Jeremiah Powers, ’99, 
recalls Johnson’s humor, his 
willingness to spend time 
discussing anything with 
his students, and his motto: “Measure carefully and record 
accurately.” “He taught me to be meticulous and accurate in 
my lab procedures, which is a skill that I have drawn upon for 
the last 15 years in my continued schooling and current work,” 
says Powers, a process chemist at GlaxoSmithKline. “He was 
an integral part of what made Hillsdale Chemistry a great 
experience for me.”
 Mike Arlen, ’97, a research scientist at Cellular Materials 
International, Inc., echoes those sentiments. “Perhaps the 
biggest compliments I can give Dr. Johnson result from 
my time in graduate school,” he says. “I studied the notes 
I took from his analytical chemistry class prior to the 
analytical chemistry qualifying exam at the University of 
Tennessee. As a result, I aced the exam and placed out of 
analytical chemistry classes, which allowed me to focus on 
my primary discipline. The instrumental chemistry class he 
taught provided me with the necessary theory of sensors and 
instrumentation design principles that were essential for my 
graduate research.”
 Johnson and his wife Penny moved to Florida upon his 
retirement from Hillsdale College. There he enjoyed fishing, 
boating, traveling, computers, and the men’s breakfast at his 
church. He is survived by his wife Penny, his son Ray, his 
daughters Karen (David) Yost and Cher (John) Stout, and 
five grandchildren. ■ Monica VanDerWeide, ’95
. . . And  
Ray Johnson
Former Professor  
of Chemistry 
Ray Johnson
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High School 
Summer Study
• Four programs are 
offered through the 
Admissions Office
• “The Land and  
Literature of England”
• “Winston Churchill  
and World War II”
• “Visions from Italy”
• “The Roots and  
History of American 
Liberty,” a new addition
High School Study-Abroad 
Programs 
A Taste of Hillsdale in the 
CRADLES OF WESTERN CIVILIZATION
A high school study-abroad group 
by Hampton Court Palace in England.
EACH SUMMER since 2004, Hillsdale College has offered high school study-
abroad programs for prospective students. Each program is two weeks long and is 
worth three college-level credits. The College has offered three different programs 
based in Europe and is now designing and organizing one in the United States.
 Students from across the country take part. Generally, they are juniors or seniors 
in high school, and sometimes outstanding sophomores. Each of the European 
programs is open to 40 students, while the U.S. program accommodates 45. 
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According to Dean of Women Diane Philipp, about 50 
percent of the students who participate eventually decide to 
attend Hillsdale College.
 Students spend the first few days of the program attending 
lectures at Hillsdale College and being introduced to the 
campus. Going to classes, staying in dormitories, and eating 
in the cafeteria allow them to experience the Hillsdale way of 
life. According to Assistant Director of Admissions Andrea 
Clark, this is often the first experience these students have of 
being around academically like-minded peers. “The quality 
of learning and access to the faculty set the bar,” says Clark. 
For many of these students, the study-abroad experience is 
“crucial to their decision to choose Hillsdale.”
 Greg Barry, ’13, says of the program, “While I had already 
decided to attend Hillsdale, my experience on the trip made 
me certain that I made the right choice. The professors (Dr. 
Whalen and Dr. Freeh) were brilliant, the students were 
enthusiastic, and it was a wonderful time.”
 Provost and Professor of English David Whalen leads 
“The Land and Literature of England” program through the 
cities and countryside of Britain. Students visit Windsor, 
Warwick Castle, Stratford-upon-Avon, Oxford, Stonehenge, 
Canterbury, and London. Professors lecture at some of the 
most renowned landmarks on British literature and history.
 “Going to England before freshman year provided me with 
two opportunities I wouldn’t have had otherwise,” says Ann 
McAlister, ’13. “I met people with whom I’ve been friends for 
the entirety of college, and I heard lectures from phenomenal 
professors on Shakespeare at his birthplace. It’s a surreal 
experience to walk around the places where he lived.”
 Professor of History Thomas Conner takes students 
on the “Winston Churchill and World War II” program. 
Destinations include London, Oxford, the beaches of 
Normandy, Versailles, and Paris. At each stop, Conner 
speaks on the history and significance of the events that 
occurred there, focusing on the World Wars but also going 
back as far as the days of William the Conqueror.
 The third program, “Western Civilization: Visions from 
Italy,” is led by Professor of Classical Studies David Jones. The 
tour includes Rome, Pompeii, Florence, and Venice. Jones 
lectures on art and architecture, giving students a feel for the 
development of Roman culture and the significance of the 
Renaissance period.
 For the first time this summer, “The Roots and History 
of American Liberty” will be offered. Students will work 
their way from Hillsdale to the Gettysburg battlefield, to 
the historic halls at Philadelphia, and to the monuments, 
museums, and government buildings in Washington, D.C. 
Lectures on the development of American politics from 1776 
through the 20th century will take place at the College’s 
Kirby Center.
 Each of these two-week programs affords faculty and 
prospective students the opportunity to get to know each 
other, says Philipp. The time allows students to see what the 
College is about and the academic standards to which they 
will be held; professors are able to evaluate the students’ 
abilities, comportment, and academic commitment. 
Philipp says that students who go on the trips often feel 
more comfortable when they arrive at Hillsdale as college 
students. “They share a common bond,” she says. “They’ve 
already had a class.”
 Philipp, who has attended several of the programs herself, 
is grateful for the opportunity to share the experience 
with the students. “Once they have a taste of the core 
curriculum, they want a little bit more,” she says. “It’s a lot 
of hard work, but a wonderful way to learn.” For Philipp, the 
summer study program “is not a sales trip—it sells itself.” 
■ Alexander Tiren, ’13
Stonehenge is one of many landmarks students 
visit on the England study-abroad program.
“The summer study program is a useful 
tool for evaluating potential students 
while exposing them to the rigors and 
benefits of studying at Hillsdale.”
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COMMENCEMENT 2013
The 2013 commencement ceremonies were held for the first time in the spacious, newly dedicated Biermann Athletic Center due to unfavorable weather. President Larry Arnn acknowledged and thanked Frank Biermann and other families 
who contributed toward “this beautiful and useful facility.”
 In his brief remarks, Arnn commemorated the late Lady 
Margaret Thatcher and thanked the students for honoring 
her with two different memorial events. He also recognized 
retiring Professor of Classical Studies Lorna Holmes for her 
years of service to the College. He praised the multitude 
of parents who have partnered with the College in their 
children’s education. He spoke warmly about the senior class 
gift, “True Blue ’13,” which was an effort to motivate every 
graduating senior to contribute to his or her alma mater. 
Quoting Churchill’s essay on “Civilization,” he concluded by 
saying that the rule of law gives birth to freedom and peace, 
whereby human society and life can flourish.
 U.S. Senator Ted Cruz delivered the commencement 
address, in which he praised the “hard work, dedication, 
and sacrifice” of students, faculty, and parents alike to the 
education of the graduating seniors. “Many college graduates 
are being told today to make something of themselves,” Cruz 
stated. “But here at Hillsdale, the charge is much higher. It is 
the charge for ‘principled leadership’ so that freedom can truly 
be preserved.” Cruz recounted the story of his father, who 
fled to America with nothing and who eventually achieved 
prosperity—all on account of freedom. “With a Hillsdale 
education,” Cruz said, “you graduates are perfectly suited to 
tell and retell the story of the miracle of freedom.”
 Lauren Grover, senior class president, captain of the 
volleyball team, and a member of the Chi Omega sorority, 
described how over the last four years Hillsdale College 
became the six blocks that she and here peers have learned 
to call home. “We are a family,” Grover said. “Be good to 
your family and your home. Thanks, fellow students, for 
who you are and what you have contributed. We did it!” 
■ Elizabeth Anne Odell, ’13
U.S. Senator Ted Cruz
The academic top five students: Brianna Landon, 
Salutatorian Monica Leif, Brittany Parks, 
Valedictorian Kristen Aho, and Jamin Rager Class of 1963
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Choir at The President’s Club Breakfast
Honorary degree recipients Jack and Jo Babbitt, 
Ted Cruz, and Don and Lois Thorson
Senior class president 
Lauren Grover
Members of the class of 1963 celebrated their 50th reunion.
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Kayla Caldwell, ’13
gymnast, she turned to track 
and field. “My older brother 
ran track,” she recalls, “and 
I thought I could do that, 
too.” She ran sprints in eighth 
grade, and in high school, she 
tried pole vaulting. 
 “The pole vault is scary, like 
gymnastics, and that’s what 
draws me to it,” Caldwell says. 
“I like the risk factor. Not 
many people can do it. Having 
the gymnastics background 
really helps, too, because of 
the body awareness.”
 With her high school 
success in pole vaulting, 
many Division I schools 
actively recruited Caldwell 
for their track programs. But 
one Division II school would 
not give up on her. “Coach 
[Andy] Towne kept calling 
me,” Caldwell recalls. “I had 
never heard of Hillsdale and 
was not interested. Then he 
told me that he would stop 
calling if only I came for 
a visit.” Taking him up on 
the offer, Caldwell visited 
campus and was won over.
 Caldwell made a huge 
impact on Hillsdale’s track 
program her freshman year, 
earning three All-American 
honors in the indoor and 
outdoor pole vault and the 
Kayla Caldwell
Vaulting her Way 
INTO HILLSDALE HISTORY
AMONG TRACK and field events, few are more 
daunting than the pole vault. It carries severe injury risks, 
from getting stabbed by the pole, to not clearing the bar, to 
having a bad fall. Yet when done well, it’s exhilarating for 
both the vaulter and the viewer. As senior Kayla Caldwell 
closes her collegiate athletic career as one of the school’s—and 
the nation’s—top pole vaulters, she opens a new chapter of 
preparing to compete professionally.
 Caldwell trained as a gymnast from an early age, but after 
injuries curtailed her dreams of competing professionally as a CONTINUED ON PAGE 19
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Uniforms in the 
sport sometimes were 
highlighted by collars and 
sleeves. Claudette Charney 
started a coaching career 
during that period that 
reached a rare milestone on 
November 24, 2012.
 The Hillsdale College 
women’s basketball team 
defeated Ohio Midwestern 
College 70-59 at the William 
Fleming Classic at Kentucky 
State University. The win 
was the 500th in the prolific 
coaching career of Charney: 
she became the 11th 
member of the 500 win club 
among Division II women’s 
basketball head coaches.
 Her win was five years 
removed from her 400th 
win on Valentine’s Day 
2007 in a home game 
against Northwood.
 Charney stands as the all-
time coaching wins leader 
in two GLIAC programs 
(Saginaw Valley State 
and Hillsdale), and was 
enormously successful for 
several seasons at Grand 
Valley State University. She 
joined the Charger program 
prior to the 2002-03 season, 
and since then, she has led 
Hillsdale to three NCAA 
Tournament appearances, 
three GLIAC South Division 
championships, and the 2009 
GLIAC Tournament title.
 Charney’s coaching career 
is marked by consistency 
and excellence. She has had 
just one under-.500 season 
since arriving at Hillsdale. 
She boasts nine 20-win 
seasons, including three 
with the Chargers.
 On December 6, 2012, two 
weeks after Charney’s 500th 
win, men’s basketball coach 
John Tharp also reached an 
impressive milestone.
 Tharp won the 300th 
game of his head coaching 
career as he guided the 
Chargers to a 70-44 victory 
over Northern Michigan 
University in Marquette. 
 Tharp began his 
coaching career at 
Lawrence University, a 
Division III school in 
Wisconsin, and racked 
up more than 200 wins 
while making the Vikings a 
nationally known program 
at that level. His 300th 
overall win was his 96th for 
the Chargers, and he’s taken 
the team from a .500 record 
in his first year to back-to-
back 20-win campaigns and 
the 2011-12 GLIAC regular 
season championship.
 Tharp’s team ended the 
2012-13 season with a 17-10 
record, while Charney’s 
team finished 11-14.
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL coach Claudette 
Charney and men’s basketball coach John Tharp each 
celebrated personal victories in the 2012-13 season. Charney 
earned her 500th win, while Tharp reached his 300th win.
 In the mid 1980s, the NCAA had only recognized women’s 
basketball as a varsity sport for a couple of seasons. 
Big-Time Wins
Basketball Coaches 
REACH CAREER 
MILESTONES
The women’s basketball team 
congratulates Claudette 
Charney on her 500th win.
Athletic Director 
Don Brubacher presents 
John Tharp with a plaque 
for his 300th win.
THE HILLSDALE College Athletic Department has appointed Eric Theisen as head 
coach of the Charger baseball program. Theisen had previously served as an assistant coach for 
the team since 2010. He takes over for Paul Noce, who stepped down in May after 20 seasons.
 A native of Adrian, Michigan, Theisen played baseball at Division I Illinois State University 
from 2005-08. Since his college graduation, he has played for the Brussels Kangaroos in 
Belgium and coached for the Battle Creek Bombers, and he served as the pitching coach at 
Siena Heights University from 2008-10. ■ Brad Monastiere
THEISEN NAMED HEAD BASEBALL COACH
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the MIAA champion in 
the 120 high hurdles and 
220 low hurdles in 1948. 
After college, he signed 
a professional football 
contract with the New 
York Yankees, who would 
eventually evolve into the 
Indianapolis Colts. He later 
worked for the Grand Blanc 
Volunteer Fire Department 
for 35 years, and served as 
chief for 25 years. Ward 
was a staff sergeant in 
the Air Force and was a 
B-25 engineer gunner. 
Jack Barker, ’65 
1937-2010
A beloved fan, mentor, 
and supporter of Charger 
athletics throughout his 
life, Jack Barker graduated 
from Hillsdale College in 
1965 and returned to the 
area as an attorney in 1973. 
He was a member of the 
College’s Alumni Board 
for 25 years, a member of 
The President’s Club, and 
recipient of the Charger 
Club Award in 1975. He 
also received the Alumni 
Board’s Recognition Award 
in 1997. Before enrolling at 
Hillsdale College, he served 
in the United States Army 
from 1959-61. He became a 
unifying force between the 
College, its students, and 
the community. The annual 
Charger football golf outing 
is named in his honor.
Athletic Hall of Fame
Four New Inductees 
HONORED FOR  
ATHLETIC CONTRIBUTIONS
HILLSDALE COLLEGE welcomed four new 
members into its Athletic Hall of Fame at a ceremony  
held on April 20, 2013. 
Tom Ward, ’49
Tom Ward was one of Hillsdale College’s elite athletes in 
the years immediately following World War II. He was 
named MIAA MVP in 1947 after leading all colleges in 
Michigan with 18 touchdowns. As a track athlete, he was 
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4x400-meter relay. She also 
competed in jumps, placing 
third in the triple jump at 
the GLIAC Championship. 
She garnered two more 
All-American honors in the 
pole vault her junior year, 
setting a school record of 13 
feet, 3.5 inches and finish-
ing second nationally. 
 Determined to improve 
her performance, Caldwell 
attended a training camp 
last summer at Bell Athlet-
ics in Arkansas, where she 
worked with Olympic pole 
vault medalist Earl Bell. 
“He completely retaught me 
how to pole vault,” she says. 
The training has paid off: 
This year, Caldwell earned 
her seventh All-American 
honor, won the pole vault at 
many of the season’s meets, 
and shattered last year’s 
school record with a new 
height of 14 feet, 2 inches. 
She has been ranked first in 
the nation and is currently 
the Division II leader in 
pole vault. This spring, she 
received Hillsdale’s Kim-
ball Award, given annually 
to the top senior male and 
female athletes.
 As a student-athlete, 
Caldwell has balanced the 
demands of practicing and 
traveling to meets with the 
demands of the classroom. 
She is grateful for the 
support of her professors and 
teammates—and for their 
understanding. 
 Following the NCAA 
Division II outdoor track 
and field championships in 
late May, where she finished 
in second place, Caldwell 
moved to Arkansas and 
began a rigorous training 
program at Bell Athletics 
to compete professionally. 
Her goal: the 2016 Summer 
Olympics. Eventually, she 
would like to operate her 
own training facility or 
coach at the college level.
 Although Caldwell has 
always loved sports, she 
believes that her teammates 
and the athletic staff helped 
her realize the higher 
purpose it serves. “At 
Hillsdale, I really learned 
the importance of just being 
yourself,” Caldwell says. 
“God created each of us for a 
specific purpose, and for me, 
that means competing in a 
difficult sport. I believe that 
if you follow His will, you’ll 
be successful.” ■ Monica 
VanDerWeide, ’95
Virgil Webb, 
’80 
A multitalented football 
player, Virgil Webb was a 
1977 All-American for the 
Hillsdale College Chargers. 
He earned All-Conference 
accolades three times, 
was named All-District 
twice, and was named the 
team’s Most Outstanding 
Defensive Lineman in 1975. 
He was named the NAIA 
District 23 Player of the 
Week twice in 1977. Also 
a member of the Hillsdale 
College track team, he was 
a sprinter and threw the 
shot put. He went on to a 
career with the Michigan 
Department of Corrections 
and has been involved 
with Meals on Wheels 
and the Lunch Buddies 
community programs.
Bill Granberry, 
’85
A dynamic basketball player 
who was named All-GLIAC 
three times and All-District 
three times, Bill Granberry 
graduated from the College 
as the program’s all-time 
leader in career blocked 
shots (176). He never missed 
a game in his four-year 
career and was a three-
year starter. He shares the 
single-season record for 
most blocked shots (74) and 
was an NAIA honorable 
mention All-American 
in 1984-85. He played 
professional basketball in 
Mar Del Plata, Argentina, 
and was conference MVP 
in 1986. After his playing 
days, he coached at Benet 
Academy High School 
near Chicago and has also 
worked for FedEx.
■ Brad Monastiere
Bill GranberryShawn-Laree Barker, 
daughter of Jack Barker
Virgil WebbTom Ward
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News
1940s
Mary Orne Harrison, ’48, CO, writes that 
she is very active at her retirement community, 
Longwood at Oakmont. Her husband Dale 
passed away in 2005. Her three married sons, 
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren 
all live out of state. Mary resides in Verona, 
Pennsylvania, just outside of Pittsburgh.
1970s
Brad Crown, ’77, TKE, 
was sworn in as the 2013 
president of the Toledo 
Board of Realtors at 
their annual meeting on 
December 6, 2012. Brad 
serves as a director on the Toledo Board as 
well as a state director of the Ohio Association 
of Realtors. He has been selling real estate 
in the Toledo area for almost 20 years and 
is licensed in Ohio and Michigan. He is 
currently with RE/MAX Central Group and is 
a member of the RE/MAX International Hall 
of Fame. Brad and his wife Mary have two 
grown sons, Nathan and Kyle, who currently 
live in the Philadelphia area. Brad and Mary 
reside at 7650 Cobblestone Drive, Sylvania, 
OH 43560. E-mail: bradcrown@bex.net
Lisa-Anne Glime Sitton, ’79, has a new 
address: 1716 North Springs Drive, Atlanta, 
GA 30338. E-mail: lagsitton@gmail.com
1980s
Mark Yeoman, ’80, ATO, 
was the Indiana recipient 
of the 2012 Interscholastic 
Athletic Officials 
Association Award for 
excellence in volleyball. 
According to the Elkhart Truth, he was 
honored by the Indiana High School Athletic 
Association at the state finals for volleyball, 
where he refereed the 3A championship 
game at Ball State University’s Worthen 
Arena featuring No. 1 Yorktown and No. 3 
Indianapolis Chatard. Mark, a licensed referee 
for 18 years, has officiated 12 sectionals, eight 
regionals, three semi-states, and three state 
finals. A 1976 Elkhart Memorial High School 
graduate, Mark is a member of the Northern 
Officials Association, has volunteered at 
the Mishawaka Family Children’s Center, 
and is currently in the process of forming a 
volleyball program at the Ray and Joan Kroc 
Center in South Bend. “Volleyball is a fast-
paced game with action on every play, and I 
just love being involved in the sport,” Mark 
says. “This is a great honor, and I’m humbled 
and proud to be chosen.” Mark’s address 
is 54414 Silver Street, Elkhart, IN 46514. 
E-mail: yeo7711@comcast.net 
Michael Kunk, ’84, 
and his wife Francesca 
are one of seven 
founding families of 
Regents Academy, a 
classical Christian 
school based on the 
Hillsdale model. 
Michael has served at 
Regents Academy for 11 years as the board 
treasurer, and Francesca recently retired 
from serving as the athletic director. Michael 
serves as CFO at Animal Science Products, 
Inc. in Nacogdoches, Texas, an industry 
leader in animal vitamin and trace-mineral 
nutritional products and a worldwide leader 
in vaccine stabilizer products, primarily for 
the poultry industry. Michael’s daughter 
Miranda was recently crowned queen of the 
2012 Nacogdoches (Texas) Heritage Festival. 
Miranda was also recently named the 2012 
Texas Association of Private and Parochial 
Schools Female Fine Arts Student of the 
year. She is a senior at Regents Academy of 
Nacogdoches and after graduating will attend 
Belhaven University in Jackson, Mississippi, 
to double major in violin performance and 
international business. The Kunks’ eldest 
daughter, Kelsey, is an honors student 
majoring in nursing at the University of 
Mary Hardin Baylor in Belton, Texas. 
Michael and Francesca reside at 4241 West 
State Highway 7, Nacogdoches, TX 75964.
1990s
Jon Dize, ’92, 
advancement director 
for The Lutheran 
Schools Partnership, 
received two 
prestigious honors—
the Outstanding Chapter Leader Award and 
the Creativity Award—during the annual 
national conference of the Association of 
Lutheran Development Executives (ALDE) 
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in Indianapolis in February.
 The Outstanding Chapter Leader Award 
is designed to honor an ALDE member 
who has demonstrated an ongoing vision, 
a commitment to leadership, a desire to 
strengthen his or her local chapter, and a 
sincere appreciation to help other chapter 
members be successful. Dize earned the 
Creativity Award for leading the creation 
of the new Lutheran Scholarship Granting 
Organization (SGO) of Indiana. The 
Lutheran SGO of Indiana exists to raise 
funds from individuals and businesses to 
provide scholarship funds to all eligible 
students wanting to attend an Indiana 
Lutheran school. Currently, 21 Lutheran 
schools in Indiana are a part of the new SGO.
 Dize, a certified fundraising executive, 
serves as president of the ALDE Indiana-
Michigan Chapter. Nominated for the 
awards by other chapter members, Dize 
was lauded as a “‘Class A’ ALDE leader” 
and one who “has worked tirelessly to meet 
chapter goals, plan new programs, and 
exceed expectations. His enthusiasm for 
ALDE inspires others and is contagious. He 
is known to face any chapter challenge with 
a trusting Christian heart.”
 Dize has been serving The Lutheran 
Schools Partnership for two years. Its 
mission is to provide vital services that 
promote enrollment growth, secure 
third-source funding, achieve academic 
excellence, and develop teachers and 
administrators in the Lutheran preschools, 
elementary schools, and Concordia 
Lutheran High School in northeast Indiana.
Brant A. Luther, ’98, was named Stark 
County Administrator by the County 
Commissioners of Stark County, Ohio, 
on February 6, 2013. His address is 1009 
Kingsway Street, Alliance, OH 44601. 
E-mail: brant.luther@juno.com
Steven Kapetansky, MD, MPH, ’99, 
recently returned from Operation Tropic 
Care 2012, a joint Air Force/Navy medical 
humanitarian mission to the island of 
Kauai, Hawaii, where he directed the 
medical clinic in the town of Kapa’a. He is a 
major in the Michigan Air National Guard, 
serving as the “Flight Doc” for the 172nd 
Airlift Squadron in Battle Creek. In real 
life, he works for Kalamazoo Emergency 
Associates, removing small objects from the 
nostrils of toddlers. He reports that small 
children still do not respect him.
Sean Keefer, ’99, was 
recently named the new 
Commissioner of Labor 
for the State of Indiana 
under newly elected 
Governor Mike Pence. 
He returns to the Indiana Department 
of Labor where he previously served as 
deputy commissioner under the Daniels 
administration. In his previous role with 
the department, Sean presided over the 
OSHA consultation program, INSafe. In this 
capacity, he managed a team of occupational 
safety and health professionals who provided 
OSHA consultation, training, education, 
and outreach to Hoosier employers, 
employees, professional groups, and trade 
associations. He also served the department 
as legislative director and public information 
officer. Most recently, Sean served as chief 
of staff in the Indiana State Department 
of Health where he managed over 800 
employees and a $350-million dollar 
budget. Sean is also the assistant men’s 
tennis coach for Butler University, which 
will be part of the new Big East Conference 
in Division I next year. He and his wife 
Gabriela reside in Fishers, Indiana, with 
their children, Santiago and Ramiro. E-mail: 
smkeefer@gmail.com
Almis Udrys, ’99, serves as deputy chief 
of staff for San Diego Councilman Mark 
Kersey after previously assisting San Diego 
Mayor Jerry Sanders. In this new role, Almis 
will drive the councilman’s overall agenda 
and manage the policy team. Last year, he 
led efforts to streamline the capital project 
delivery system (the process for building 
libraries, fire stations, laying water mains, 
and paving streets) and is now putting 
together a five-year plan for the nation’s 
eighth largest city to catch up on years 
of underfunded maintenance for critical 
infrastructure projects, which has led to a 
minimum $900 million backlog of needs. 
Almis lives with his wife Claudia, children 
Sofia (age 6) and Matias (age 4), two dogs, 
and two cats in San Diego and can be found 
on Twitter, Linked-In, and Facebook.
2000s
Maria Zeiler 
Rudesill, ’00, received 
her master’s degree in 
psychology from Walden 
University in November 
2012. While serving as the director of the 
Northern Lakes Impact Center, she also 
co-created an online personal development 
curriculum called The Trek. Through this 
program, she is currently working with 
local schools and community organizations 
that reach out to at-risk youth. Maria 
and her family reside at 2630 Crescent 
Road, Rhinelander, WI 54501. E-mail: 
maria@thetrek.org
Nicholas Ciofani, ’02, recently accepted 
the position of district director for United 
States Congressman David P. Joyce of Ohio’s 
14th district. Nicholas resides at 713 Goldleaf 
Court, Streetsboro, OH 44241. E-mail: 
nciofani@gmail.com
Philip Vickers, ’02, 
has been elected one of 
seven partners at Cantey 
Hanger LLP in Fort Worth, 
Texas. Philip, a member 
of the firm’s commercial 
litigation group, represents clients from a 
range of industries in complex commercial 
and intellectual property matters before trial 
and appellate courts. He also serves as the 
firm’s pro bono coordinator. His professional 
alliances include the Texas Bar Foundation, 
the Eldon B. Mahon Inn of Court, and Legal 
Aid of North West Texas, where he serves as 
a member of its Pro Bono Advisory Board. 
Philip is a graduate of The University of Texas 
School of Law. He joined Cantey Hanger 
in 2007 after clerking for the Honorable 
Michael H. Schneider of the U.S. District 
Court for the Eastern District of Texas.
David Banther, ’05, was elected to Seat 4 
on the City Commission of Tarpon Springs, 
Florida, his hometown, on March 12, 2013. 
E-mail: db@banther.com
Erin Foley, ’05, 
moved to Townsville, 
Queensland, Australia, 
as a full-time missionary 
in March 2012. She is 
currently serving in the 
director’s office of Youth With A Mission, 
Townsville. This particular base focuses on 
the youth of Australia and taking health 
care, training, and community development 
to Papua New Guinea (PNG) via the medical 
ship, the Pacific Link. The majority of her 
work is based out of Australia, as she does 
photography, media, press releases, and 
stories for the website. However, last August 
and September, she spent six weeks on board 
the Pacific Link, serving alongside medical 
professionals from around the world. They 
worked in the Western Province of PNG, 
which is the second poorest region in the 
world. It was one of the most challenging 
and rewarding experiences of her life. Erin 
loves to get up every day and be a part of 
impacting nations!
Annette Beck 
Dennison, ’06, and 
her husband Chris 
celebrated their 
five-year wedding 
anniversary on 
October 23, 2012. 
After fostering two biological brothers—
Andrew, age 9, and Joseph, age 10—for 18 
months, the boys’ adoption was finalized 
in November. Annette has also accepted 
a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity with 
the Department of Homeland Security, 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement. 
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She is a senior member of the payroll/human 
resources department and leading a team of 
technicians in Laguna Niguel, California. 
The position requires that Annette 
complete her master’s degree within five 
years, so she is studying for the GMAT and 
researching M.B.A. programs. She would 
love to hear from Hillsdale alums. E-mail: 
netandchris@sbcglobal.net
Christina Klein, ’07, has accepted a travel 
nursing position in the brand-new ICU at 
Karmanos Cancer Institute in Detroit. She 
plans on traveling to Wyoming, Montana, 
and Alaska during the next year, so for 
now her permanent mailing address is 
with her mom and dad, at 1684 Gloucester 
Street, Plymouth, MI 48170. E-mail: 
christinamariaklein@gmail.com
Jessica Degnan, ’08, 
graduated from St. Louis 
University School of 
Medicine in May 2012. 
She has moved to Augusta, 
Georgia, for a five-year 
orthopedic surgery residency program at 
Georgia Regents University.
Keaton Christiansen, ’09, has been 
studying at Concordia Theological Seminary 
for the past two years to become a Lutheran 
Church Missouri Synod (LCMS) pastor. 
Part of that education includes a vicarage/
internship at a LCMS congregation, which 
Keaton is serving at St. Mark Lutheran 
Church in Conroe, Texas. He and his wife, 
Rebekah Keller Christiansen, ’09, 
reside at 2455 N. Frazier #1027, Conroe, TX 
77303. E-mail: shadow87dancer@gmail.com
Katherine Koerber, ’09, was selected 
to be a 2012-13 Capital Fellow. Recently 
awarded for the third year in a row as one 
of the Top 10 Internships by Vault.com, 
the Capital Fellows Programs are public 
policy fellowships offering college graduates 
unique experiences in policy-making and 
development with the California state 
government. They are sponsored by the 
Center for California Studies at California 
State University, Sacramento. 
Weddings
1990s
Erin Doherty, 
’97, married David 
Burke on June 30, 
2012. Christine 
Doherty Frank, 
’98, and Michael Doherty, ’02, were 
in the wedding party, and Stephanie 
Brown, ’96, was in attendance. The couple 
took a honeymoon cruise in the Caribbean. 
They reside in Forestdale (Cape Cod), 
Massachusetts, where David is the owner 
of High Point Siding, Inc., and Erin is the 
founder and owner of Virtualize It, an online 
marketing and social media company. They 
lead worship together at their church. Their 
mailing address is P.O. Box 353, Forestdale, 
MA 02644. E-mail: erin@virtualizeitva.com
2000s
Brian Gephart, 
’02, married Leah 
Wittig on April 6, 
2013, in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. Mitch 
Shuman, ’02, and Rich Kern, ’01, were 
in the wedding party. Brian is a manager at 
PWC in the Capital Markets and Accounting 
Advisory Services (CMAAS) group, and 
Leah is a team leader at Guggenheim 
Partners in the Investment Reporting group.
Elizabeth Anne Elmer, ’04, CO, married 
Jason Edward Prokopik of Lower Burrell, 
Pennsylvania, on April 13, 2013, in Gulfport, 
Florida. The couple was married at St. John 
Vianney Catholic Church and the reception 
was at the Pasadena Yacht and Country Club. 
Sadie Kelly, ’04, CO, was a bridesmaid. 
Carolynn Branchick, ’04; Deanna 
Martin, ’04; Andrew Snow ’04; Jon 
Kelly, ’05; Dr. Nick and Tess Caten 
Peters, ’00 ’02; and Corrina Neuman, 
’03; were in attendance. Jason is a graduate 
of University of Pittsburgh Pharmacy School 
and holds an M.B.A. from San Diego State. 
The couple is moving to Carmel, Indiana, 
this summer, where they will both work for 
Pharmakon Long Term Care Pharmacy and 
Pharmakon Pharmaceuticals, Inc. E-mail: 
elizabethanneelmer@gmail.com
Stefani 
Zimmerman, ’04, 
married Joshua Drake 
on November 18, 
2012, at Boone Hall 
in Charleston, South 
Carolina. In attendance at the wedding were 
Anthony Lewis, ’05; David Banther, 
’05; Ted Streignitz, ’05; and Ruth 
Douglas Banther, ’03. Stefani and Josh 
met in Uganda while serving on a mission 
trip. They now reside in Washington, D.C. 
E-mail: stefanizimmerman@hotmail.com
Amy O’Neill, 
’05, KKG, married 
Ray Phillips in 
Tucson, Arizona, on 
November 21, 2008. 
The wedding party 
included Sarah McCollum Smith, ’05, 
KKG, and Bethany Decker Russell, ’05, 
KKG. The couple resides in Tucson. E-mail: 
oneill21@gmail.com
Tod and Kate 
Goodrich Hunt, 
’05, ’06, were married 
on March 2, 2013, 
in Hudson, Ohio. 
Hillsdale alumni 
in the wedding party were bridesmaids 
Sarah Garman, ’03; Virginia Quinn, 
’07; and Amy Grace Duncan, ’10; 
and groomsmen Seth Henry, ’05, and 
David Banther, ’05. Other Hillsdale 
attendees were Janice Hendrickson, ’06; 
Christina McDonald, ’06; Dwight 
Silva, ’05; Graham Polando, ’04; 
Stephen Klein, ’06; Jon Dumke, ’06; 
Chris Duncan, ’07; and Tom Quinn, ’08. 
The couple is residing in Alabama while 
Tod pursues training and Kate works as 
an RN. They look forward to returning to 
San Diego, California, next year. E-mail: 
krg783@gmail.com
Jonathan C. Dumke, ’06, ATO, married 
Alyce Amber Hopper on January 11, 
2013, at St. Alban’s Episcopal Church in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana. The reception 
was held in the French Quarter of New 
Orleans, Louisiana, following the ceremony. 
The wedding party included: Cheryl 
Heitzman, ’05; John McNamara, ’05, 
ATO; and Andrew Dunn, ’06, ATO. 
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Guests at the wedding included Jonathan’s 
parents, Carver and Allison Siebold 
Dumke, ’75, TKE; ’76, CO; Jim and Lee 
Moriarti Tonnies, ’75, CO; Mark 
and Elizabeth Dumke McKee, ’78, 
DTD; ’79, CO; Tim and Sara Dumke 
Nero, ’85, CO; Edward Joe Wloszek, 
’04, ATO; Sean Lanigan, ’04, ATO; 
Erik Blaess, ’04, ATO; Ethan Allen, 
’05, ATO; Graham Polando, ’04, 
ATO; Charles Mockridge, ’05, ATO; 
Torrence Hunt, ’05, ATO; Kate 
Goodrich, ’06; and Jonathan Holmes, 
’07, ATO. On October 18, 2012, Jonathan 
passed his Ph.D. dissertation defense in 
chemistry at Louisiana State University on 
“Luminescence Studies: Part 1. Lanthanide 
NanoGUMBOS. Part 2. Near Infrared 
Photothermal NanoGUMBOS.” E-mail: 
jonathan.dumke@gmail.com
Joe Petrides, 
’06, married Ana 
Garcia Salazar on 
June 18, 2011, in 
Quito, Ecuador. 
Edmund Konsen, 
’06, SC, traveled to Ecuador to be with 
Joe. The couple currently resides outside 
of Washington, D.C., in Falls Church, 
Virginia, where Joe works as a senior 
consultant for Excelacom, a telecom 
consulting and software company. E-mail: 
joe.petrides@outlook.com
Brian Blummer, 
’07, married Stefanie 
Bruinsma on 
November 17, 2012, 
at Cornerstone 
Protestant Reformed 
Church in Dyer, Indiana. They had a 
perfectly warm and sunny day, and they 
were pleased to have Ben Bryan, ’06 as 
a groomsman. Also in attendance were 
Cate Larsen Bryan, ’06, and Michael 
Brannagan, ’07. Brian received his master 
of divinity degree from Mid-America 
Reformed Seminary in 2011, and he and 
Stefanie reside in St. John, Indiana, while 
Brian waits for candidacy exams and 
ordination in the United Reformed Churches 
of North America. They reside at 9891 
Prairie Knoll Court, St. John, IN 46373. 
E-mail: brian.blummer@gmail.com
Michelle 
Sybesma, ’07, 
married Richard 
Carpenter on April 
7, 2012, at College 
Baptist Church in 
Hillsdale, Michigan. Richard is a 2004 
graduate of Spring Arbor University. The 
wedding party included family members 
of the couple as well as Hillsdale alumni 
Emily Sawyer Claus, ’03; Havilah 
Livingston Siegmann, ’04; Karlye 
Towne Horton, ’04; Sarah Roache, 
’04; and Jessica Hammond Griswold, 
’04. The couple spent their honeymoon near 
Cancun, Mexico. They reside in Hillsdale 
where Michelle is a first grade teacher 
at Will Carleton Academy and Richard 
is raising support to be on staff with 
Crossroads Farm, working on their visual 
and communication and youth ministry. 
E-mail: michelle124@gmail.com
2010s
Melissa Gordon, 
’10, married Karl 
Hessell on January 
7, 2012, at St. Peter 
Lutheran Church in 
Macomb, Michigan. The couple resides in 
Troy, Michigan, where Melissa works as a 
market analyst at Ducker Worldwide and 
Karl works in IT at CareTech. Alumni in 
attendance included Stephen and Brooke 
Olesen Schocke, ’08; ’10, CO; Andrew 
and Marisa Nehlsen Kehren, ’09; ’10; 
Julie Robertson Baldwin, ’10, KKG; 
Kate Martin, ’10, CO; Zach Souder, 
’10; Sarah Stanley, ’12; Bridget 
Greer, ’11, CO; Maura Altham, ’11, 
CO; Sarah Rivas, ’12, CO; Christine 
Timlin, ’10, CO; Marlowe Timlin, ’12, 
CO; Dave and Sarah Vandenhemel 
Jordan, ’10; ’12, CO; Courtney 
Gushrowski, ’12, CO; Dina Farhat, ’12, 
CO; Mallory Root, ’10, CO; and Katy 
Ranville, ’10, CO.
Meredith Gatt, ’10, and Garrett 
Chapel, ’10, were married on May 27, 
2012, in Plymouth, Michigan. Many 
Chargers helped celebrate, including 
wedding party members Kaitlin Hoeft, 
’11; Hannah Treppa, ’12; Chloe 
Chapel, ’12; Meredith Nolan Clark, 
’10; Elizabeth Krueger Bild, ’10; Kira 
Burner, ’10; TJ Chapel, ’10; Mitchell 
Gatt, ’15; Tom Korte, ’09; Andrew 
Yarbrough, ’10; Steve Hann, ’08; 
Aaron Waldie, ’09; Mark Petro,’10; 
and Matt Patillo, ’11. A great time was 
had by all the Chargers—young and old! 
E-mail: gatt.mer@gmail.com
Brooke Tonne and Thomas Roe, ’11, 
’11, were married on July 2, 2011, at Carmel 
Lutheran Church in Carmel, Indiana. 
They reside in Scottsdale, Arizona, where 
Brooke works as a 4th grade teacher’s 
assistant at Archway Classical Academy–
Veritas, and Thomas is a 6-8th grade Latin 
and English teacher.
Caroline Cheatum, ’12, married Stephen 
Potter of Texas on October 19, 2012. They 
now live in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, where 
Stephen is stationed in the Navy. E-mail: 
caroline.m.potter@me.com
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Births
2000s
Jared and Stephanie 
Umphress Maxwell, 
’00, ’96, announce 
the birth of their son, 
Luke Steven. He was 
born on August 15, 2012, weighing 6 
pounds, 7 ounces. Luke was welcomed 
by his big sister Kate, age 5. The family 
resides in Hillsdale, Michigan. E-mail: 
stephanie.e.maxwell@gmail.com
Mark and Courtney 
Geiger Nowicki, 
’00, DSP; ’00, KKG, 
announce the birth of 
their third child, Caroline 
Brooks. Caroline was born on November 
16, 2012, weighing 7 pounds, 4 ounces, and 
was 21 1/4 inches long. She was welcomed 
home by her two big brothers, Jack, age 
5, and George, age 3. The Nowicki family 
resides in Novi, Michigan.
Dan and 
Lisa Dubois 
Simpson, ’01, 
’02, announce the 
birth of their fifth 
daughter, Clara Mercy, on April 20, 2012. 
She is much beloved by her sisters Susan, 
age 7, Kate, age 6, Jane, age 4 ½, and Mary 
Evangeline, age 2 ½. The Simpson family 
lives in Grand Rapids, Michigan, where Dan 
works at the headquarters of Gordon Food 
Service and Lisa is a homemaker. They 
teach their children at home. They can be 
reached at dansimpsonfamily@gmail.com
Anna Mersino Woycik, 
’01, CO, and her husband 
Scott announce the birth 
of their fourth child, 
Alexander Gabriel, born 
on March 28, 2012. He 
weighed 8 pounds, 2 ounces, and was 21 
inches long. Alexander was welcomed home 
by big brothers Andrew, age 6, and Thomas, 
age 3, and big sister Maria, age 5. The 
family resides in Monclova, Ohio. E-mail: 
anna@mersino.com 
Christopher and Elizabeth Benham 
Seufert, ’02, DTD; ’01, CO, announce the 
birth of their son Christopher Bentley on 
February 24, 2012. Bentley arrived weighing 
8 pounds, 5 ounces, and was 19.75 inches 
long. Sister Catherine, then four-and-a-half 
years old, welcomed him home with hugs, 
giggles, and lots of kisses. Now over a year 
later, the two are siblings, playmates, and 
buddies. Elizabeth continues to stay at home 
with the kids and pick up seasonal work 
as a CPA. Chris is the clinical director of 
Physicians Physical Therapy in Litchfield 
Park. Besides celebrating Bentley’s arrival 
in 2012, Chris and Elizabeth celebrated 
their 10th wedding anniversary. The family 
resides at 13125 W. Citrus Way, Litchfield 
Park, Arizona 85340.
Sarah Bulgrien 
Carlson, ’04, and her 
husband Eric announce 
the birth of their first 
child, Drake Edward, 
on December 15, 2011. 
E-mail: sarahcarlson06@gmail.com
Allison Rich DeYoung, 
’05, PBP, and her husband 
Michael, a Hope College 
alumnus, announce the 
birth of their first child, 
Charlotte Mary, on 
August 31, 2012. She weighed nine pounds 
and measured 22 inches long. A highlight 
of Charlotte’s young life was attending her 
first Charger football game on Homecoming 
weekend last fall! The family recently moved 
to Holland, Michigan, where Mike owns a 
renovation and remodeling business and 
Allison teaches part time at Holland Public 
Schools. E-mail: allison.rich@gmail.com 
Amy O’Neill Phillips, 
’05, KKG, and her 
husband Ray welcomed 
their first child, Abigail 
Grace, on October 5, 2012. 
She weighed 7 pounds, 8 
ounces, and measured 20 inches long. Amy is 
currently staying home to take care of Abby 
after teaching middle school English and 
math for seven years, and Ray is working as a 
Bible teacher at Desert Christian High School 
in Tucson, Arizona, where the family resides. 
E-mail: oneill21@gmail.com
Joe Petrides, ’06, and his wife Ana 
Garcia Salazar welcomed their first child, 
Lucia Rafaela, on April 26, 2012. E-mail: 
joe.petrides@outlook.com
Shawn and 
Kate Simmons 
Sandner, ’06, 
’05, welcomed 
their third 
daughter, 
Rozelyn Kelly, on November 12, 2012. Big 
sisters Charlee, age 3, and Mikayla, age 
1, were very excited for the new addition. 
The Sandners stay busy with their growing 
family and reside in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan.
Stephen and 
Brooke Schocke, 
’08; ’10, CO, 
announce the arrival 
of their first child, 
Renee Margrethe, 
born December 14, 2011. Her godmother is 
fellow Hillsdale alumna, Melissa Gordon 
Hessell, ’10, CO. 
Schuyler and Christine Frye File, 
’09, DSP; ’09, PBP, welcomed their first 
child, Sophia Marie, on September 28, 2012. 
She weighed 8 pounds, 8 ounces, and has 
a wonderful disposition that has allowed 
both mom and dad to continue their 
legal studies. Christine and Schuyler are 
expected to graduate from Regent University 
of Law School in May 2013. E-mail: 
schuylerfile@hotmail.com
Obituaries
1950s
Donna Marie 
Kovalcik, ’52, of 
Phoenix, Arizona, passed 
away on March 12, 2013, 
at the age of 82. She was 
born on March 22, 1930, in Dayton, Ohio. 
Donna married Robert F. Kovalcik, ’52, 
on August 5, 1950. She is survived by her 
sons, Robert D. Kovalcik (Suzanne); Timothy 
P. Kovalcik; Daniel E. Kovalcik (Shannon), 
John F. Kovalcik (Sabrina); Mark C. Kovalcik 
(Cheryl); daughter, Linda M. Price (Ron); 10 
grandchildren; and 15 great-grandchildren. 
Robert McKeown 
Smith, ’52, passed away 
on November 17, 2011, 
with his wife of 59 years, 
Elizabeth Endres 
Smith, ’52, at his bedside. 
Bob was born in Detroit on September 16, 
1928, to Louis Smith and Grace McKeown. 
He attended Cooley High School and upon 
graduation enlisted in the U.S. Army as a 
paratrooper. After being discharged, he 
attended Hillsdale College where he met 
his future wife, Betty Endres. They both 
graduated in 1952 and were active members 
of the Hillsdale Alumni Association. After 
marrying that same year, they resided in the 
greater Detroit area where Bob established 
and managed Haber Industries, a specialty 
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tool and die company. Despite his sales and 
management responsibilities, Bob was active 
with Indian Guides, coached Little League 
teams, and always showed his support at 
school and social functions. He was an 
avid boater and member of the Grosse 
Pointe Yacht Club for many years. In 1985, 
he was commander of the Grosse Pointe 
Power Squadron. Bob was an accomplished 
woodworker and enjoyed restoring antique 
motor craft. He received several “Best 
of Show” awards at local and national 
competitions. After retiring, Bob and Betty 
moved to Harbor Springs, Michigan, in 1993. 
He served as the president of the Birchwood 
Farms POA from 1994 through 1996. While 
he was president, Birchwood purchased 
land for a golf course expansion, renovated 
the clubhouse, developed a first-class golf 
practice area, and built the cart barn.
 Bob was preceded in death by both 
parents and his older sister, Gloria Lambrose 
of La Habra, California. He is survived by 
his wife, Elizabeth; four children: Robert 
(Holly) of Dayton, Ohio; William (Wendy) 
of Harbor Springs; Thomas (Cheryl) of 
Holland, Michigan; Catherine Kigar of Novi, 
Michigan; nine grandchildren, and three 
great-grandchildren.
Barbara Blesser Hague, ’54, KKG, 
passed away on August 12, 2012. Her 
husband Tom preceded her in death in April 
2011. She is survived by Mike Hague, ’81, 
Sandy Hague London, Tom Hague, Julie 
Hague Gattuso, and 10 grandchildren. Her 
time at Hillsdale as a Kappa Kappa Gamma, 
May Queen, and J-Hop Queen was always a 
bright memory in her life. 
John “Jack” R. Rossetti, ’56, passed away 
on September 14, 2012. He was born on 
April 10, 1934, in Hillsdale, Michigan, and 
graduated from Hillsdale High School and 
Hillsdale College. Jack enjoyed every facet 
of college life, especially football and Delta 
Tau Delta fraternity. He was very proud to 
have been on the 1955-56 team that was 
inducted into the Hillsdale College Athletic 
Hall of Fame in 2006. On July 14, 1956, Jack 
married Romelda Waldon, ’59, KKG. 
Jack was a teacher and coach for four years 
at Litchfield High School and then went on 
to Prudential Insurance Co. for the next 34 
years. The couple retired to Gulf Shores, 
Alabama, in 1998. Jack is survived by his wife 
of 56 years, Mel; his children, Cyndy, John 
(Sharon), Bill (Patty), and Tobin; and his 
grandchildren, Samantha, Jenna, Zachary, 
Jacob, Dominic, Gianna, Christian, and 
Andrea. Romelda’s address is 389 Clubhouse 
Drive #CC3, Gulf Shores, AL 36542. E-mail: 
rjrosse37@gmail.com
Geraldine C. “Jerry” Hunter, ’57, of 
Clarkston, passed away on October 22, 2012. 
Jerry was born in Chicago and grew up in 
Ann Arbor, graduating from University 
High School. She attended Michigan State 
Normal College (now Eastern Michigan 
University) and graduated from Hillsdale 
College in 1957, where she was a member of 
Pi Beta Phi. She worked as a social worker, 
primarily in the field of adoption, for a 
private agency in Grand Rapids for a few 
years, and then was employed with the 
Oakland County Juvenile Court. She was 
acting director of the Adoption Department 
of the Court when she left employment to 
take care of her children. In recent years, 
she was self-employed with a yarn shop in 
Clarkston. Jerry served as a member of the 
Clarkston Village Planning Commission for 
more than 20 years. She loved family and 
friends, shopping, dogs, and cruises. Jerry 
was the wife of Thomas for 50 years, and the 
mother of David N. (Jennifer) of Rochester 
Hills; Carol (James) Wilson of Prairieville, 
Louisiana; and Sarah (Gary Wimenitz) 
Hunter of Santa Monica, California. She 
was the grandmother of Lauren Wilson, 
Zachary Hunter, and Jamie Wilson, and is 
also survived by the family dog, Winston. 
Carol Reed Mendrick, ’57, passed away 
peacefully on November 9, 2012, at the age 
of 77. She was the beloved wife of the late 
Edward Mendrick; loving mother of Paul 
(Lena) Mendrick; and grandmother of 
Joseph and Emily.
Donna Mina Georgi Nash, ’57, KKG, of 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, passed away on 
October 11, 2011, after a diagnosis of cancer 
11 days prior. She was born on November 
3, 1934, in Detroit to Carl and Mary Georgi 
of Grosse Pointe, where she attended high 
school. She graduated from Hillsdale with 
a degree in early childhood education. 
Following graduation, she married her 
college sweetheart, Robert “Bob” Nash, 
’56, DSP. Donna was married to Bob for 
over 50 years until his death in December 
2008. She continued her Kappa affiliation 
in Redford Township and then in the 
Birmingham area and received her 50-year 
golden key a few years ago. Donna lived at 
the family’s log cabin in the summers on 
Black Lake where she enjoyed spending time 
with her children: Janice Nash Kanka, 
’80, KKG, and Jerry; Rob Nash, ’84, ATO; 
Rich Nash, ’88, ATO; and Karla Snell and 
Chuck, along with her six grandchildren, 
James, Cameron, Amy, Nick, Matt, and Kate. 
Donna’s last weekend at Hillsdale College 
was her 50-year class reunion in 2007. It 
was a wonderful weekend topped off with 
wearing a cap and gown at Commencement 
with some of her close friends including 
Thelma Mullin Sim, ’57, PBP, and Mary 
Alice Greenberg Armstrong, ’57, KKG.
Gale Lee Jenkins, ’59, 
of Tekonsha, Michigan, 
passed away on May 
10, 2012, in Marshall at 
the age of 75. Gale was born on September 
12, 1936, to Joseph E. and Marguerite 
N. (Cameron) Jenkins. Gale grew up in 
Tekonsha and graduated from Tekonsha 
High School in 1954. On July 3, 1959, he 
married Judith E. Martinson in Tekonsha. 
 After graduating from Hillsdale College, 
Gale went to work for Keep and Martinson 
Lumber. He eventually became the owner 
and operator of the business that he loved. 
Gale was a former fire chief and a member 
of the Tekonsha Township Fire Board. He 
was also a member of the Tekonsha Village 
Council, a former school board member, a 
member of the Tekonsha Lions Club, and 
a member of the Union Church United 
Church of Christ where he served on the 
church council as building and grounds 
chairman. Gale loved his hometown of 
Tekonsha, the Michigan State Spartans, and 
all children, especially his grandchildren.
 Gale is survived by his wife Judy; two 
sons, Tim (Kris) Jenkins of Tekonsha and 
Ton (Jill) Jenkins of Traverse City; and five 
grandchildren, Katie and Connor Jenkins, 
and Emily, Maggie, and Lily Jenkins. 
Surviving also are sisters-in-law Lynne 
(Doug) Kane; Kay (Jim) Cherry; and Peggy 
Campbell, and many wonderful friends and 
family. He was predeceased by his parents, 
sister Gloria Ivey, and brothers-in-law Jim 
Campbell and Bud Ivey.
Rhea Kay Renshaw 
Scoggin Lynch, ’59, 
KKG, passed away 
peacefully on July 1, 
2012. Rhea was born in 
Detroit to Edward and 
Gretta Fisher Renshaw on January 9, 1938. 
She graduated from Detroit Mackenzie 
High School in 1956 and went on to attend 
Hillsdale College. In 1958, Rhea married 
James R. Scoggin, ’57, of Detroit, 
Michigan. Jim preceded Rhea in death 
in October 1997. They lived in Howell, 
Michigan, and had three children, James 
T. and Cynthia Fowler Scoggin, ’81, 
’81; Patrick, ’84 (Christine Huntington), 
and Wendy, ’86 (John Lichtenwalter), with 
nine grandchildren: Elizabeth, Patrick and 
Travis Scoggin; Samantha, Alissa, Tyler 
and Casey Scoggin; and James and Jake 
Lichtenwalter.
 After staying at home to raise children 
for the first several years of their marriage, 
Rhea returned to Eastern Michigan 
University to get her master’s degree in 
business education. She taught business 
classes and managed the high school co-op 
program in the Howell Public School 
System for 25 years. 
 After her husband’s death in 1997, 
Rhea relocated to Naples, Florida. She 
was active in several charitable and social 
organizations. Rhea was very involved 
with First Presbyterian Church of Bonita 
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AS THE POPULAR SAYING HAS IT, “When 
life hands you lemons, make lemonade.” To Jessica Miller, 
the sour fruit has the potential for a much sweeter reward—
cancer prevention. As a postdoctoral research associate at the 
University of Arizona Cancer Center, one of the top cancer 
research institutes in the nation, the 2005 alumna is at the 
forefront of the growing field of metabolomics, the study of 
the by-products (metabolites) produced by chemical reactions 
in the body, and of how compounds in food, such as lemons, 
affect metabolites and prevent disease.
 Originally from Harbor Springs, Michigan, Miller 
majored in biology at Hillsdale with minors in chemistry and 
mathematics. Although she had been interested in science 
prior to Hillsdale, her research with Professor of Biology Frank 
Steiner through the LAUREATES summer program that led 
to her thesis—“Assessment of Antioxidant Potential of Ellagic 
Acid, D-Limonene and Catechin via the SOS-Chromotest”—
as well as a biochemistry class with Professor of Chemistry 
Lee Ann Baron, piqued her interest in nutritional science. 
“Hillsdale professors really challenge you to make a subject 
applicable to your life,” Miller recalls. “Dr. Baron always had an 
answer to the question, ‘why do we have to study this?’” Miller 
also appreciates the critical thinking skills and step-by-step 
attention to details she developed in working with Steiner.
 Miller believes the research she conducted through the 
LAUREATES program at Hillsdale made her application 
stand out at the University 
of Arizona. Drawn to its 
acclaimed nutritional 
science program, she 
earned her M.S. and Ph.D. 
in nutrition in 2007 and 
2010, respectively. Her 
dissertation continued 
what she began studying 
at Hillsdale—the potential 
anti-cancer effects of 
limonene, a chemical found 
in citrus peels, and its 
implications specifically for breast cancer prevention. 
 In 2011, Miller was selected as one of five fellows from 
150 nation-wide applicants for a National Institutes of 
Health/National Cancer Institute R25T Cancer Prevention 
and Control Training Fellowship. She works with a 
multidisciplinary team of three mentors who support and 
supervise her research. Through the fellowship, she spent two 
months at Imperial College in London where she received 
specialized training in metabolomics—specifically in how to 
use instruments to measure metabolites.
 “In our lab, we have some instruments that can measure 
about ten metabolites at a time,” Miller explains. “But 
with a new instrument called an ultra-performance liquid 
chromatography-quadrupole time of flight mass spectrometer, 
we can monitor up to 10,000 metabolites at a time. That’s 
significant, because since our bodies are giant networks, there 
are thousands of metabolites in blood alone.” The instrument, 
however, comes at a great cost: over $500,000. One company 
that sells it believes in what Miller is doing, and has chosen 
her as the seed site for their newest instrument, which will 
be available to her for only $200,000. Miller has taken on the 
challenge of soliciting the funds. “Most post-docs do not do 
any fundraising,” she says, “but because I believe so strongly 
in what I’m doing and what this instrument can do, I’m trying 
to raise the $200,000.” 
 Miller recently received the Women in Cancer Research 
Scholar award, from the American Association for Cancer 
Research, for an abstract she wrote that summarized 
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JUDGE DAVID VIVIANO, ’94, was 
appointed to the Michigan Supreme Court on February 27, 
2013. Governor Rick Snyder selected Viviano for the position 
after his predecessor, Justice Diane Hathaway, resigned. 
When announcing the appointment, Snyder said of Viviano: 
“His deep respect for the judicial branch of government and 
his commitment to the rule of law will serve Michigan well. 
I have every confidence that he will be a compassionate, 
principled justice.” 
 “I was honored and humbled to receive the Governor’s call 
to service on our State’s highest court,” Viviano says. “I have 
great respect for the Court and its role in our constitutional 
system. I am committed to the rule of law and will work hard 
every day to earn the respect and esteem of my colleagues, 
the litigants, and attorneys who come before the Court, and 
my fellow citizens across this great State.”
  Viviano graduated from Hillsdale College in 1994, 
with majors in accounting and political economy. He is 
grateful for his time at the College: “Hillsdale has provided 
a great education for me and most of my family, including 
my nephew, Matthew DeLapp, who is graduating this 
year. There is no question that learning about freedom 
and equality at Hillsdale, through the prism of history, 
economics, philosophy, and political science, has shaped and 
guided my outlook as an attorney and judge, and helped to 
inform my judicial philosophy.” 
 In 1996, Viviano earned his law degree from the University 
of Michigan Law School. He is a member of the State Bar of 
Michigan, the Macomb County Bar Association, the Italian 
American Bar Association, and the Illinois State Bar Association.
  Previously, Viviano worked with law firms in Detroit 
and Chicago, and eventually started his own firm in Mount 
Clemens, Michigan. He has been city attorney for Center 
Line, Michigan, and was elected to the 16th Circuit Court 
in 2006. In 2008, he undertook a project to reform the 
jury system for the Michigan Supreme Court, and he has 
been a proponent for the integration of technology into 
the court system. Viviano also served as chief judge for the 
16th Circuit Court and the Macomb County Probate Court, 
appointments he received in 2011.
  Viviano says that the new position as Michigan Supreme 
Court Justice “is a tremendous responsibility and one that 
I cherish. I look forward to working with my esteemed 
Supreme Court colleagues to provide the thoughtful, 
impartial justice that citizens deserve.” He will seek election 
in 2014 to serve out the remaining two years of Hathaway’s 
term, and in 2016 he must run again to be elected for a full 
eight-year term.
  Hillsdale and judicial service run in the Viviano family: 
All six of his siblings attended the College and his sister 
Kathryn, ’90, serves as a judge for the 16th Circuit Court, 
while their father, Antonio, also served as a probate and 
circuit judge. Viviano and his wife Neran have two children, 
with a third on the way. ■ Alexander Tiren, ’13
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NAMED TO MICHIGAN 
SUPREME COURT Michigan Governor Rick Snyder (right) announces 
David Viviano’s appointment to the Michigan Supreme Court.
Courtesy of Michigan.gov
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The Battlefield as a 
Classroom
Dan Vermilya Preserves Civil War History 
AS PARK RANGER AND AUTHOR
DAN VERMILYA, ’09, works his dream job by day and writes by night. 
He is an interpretive park ranger at Antietam National Battlefield in Maryland 
and an aspiring civil war historian. He is completing his fourth year working at 
the park and has a book contract in the works.
 Vermilya graduated from Hillsdale with a double major in history and politics, 
with departmental honors in history. He recalls some of the highlights of his 
collegiate career to be membership in the Sigma Chi fraternity and classes with 
Distinguished Visiting Fellow Victor Davis Hanson and President Larry Arnn. 
Dan Vermilya, 
’09
• History and politics 
double major 
• M.A. in history,  
John Carroll University, 2011
• Writes a blog, Our 
 Country’s Fiery Ordeal,  
fieryordeal.blogspot.com
• Won the Dr. Joseph L. Harsh 
Memorial Scholar Award 
from the Save Historic 
Antietam Foundation
• Commissioned by the 
History Press to write a 
booklet on the Battle of 
Kennesaw Mountain
A L U M N I 
SPOTLIGHT
Dan Vermilya at Antietam National Battlefield
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In high school, he traveled to England and France with 
Hillsdale’s High School Study-Abroad program and met 
Professor of History Tom Conner, who remains a “big 
influence and a good friend.”
 Vermilya earned his master’s degree in history from John 
Carroll University in Cleveland, Ohio, near his hometown of 
Kirtland, Ohio. The summer after his first year at John Carroll, 
Vermilya looked into park ranger jobs—his dream job since he 
was a young boy. A friend told him of a ranger position opening 
at Antietam; Vermilya applied, and to his surprise and delight 
he was hired in the summer of 2010. “That is not how it usually 
works, but I am really blessed,” he says.
 Vermilya’s family history is connected to Antietam: 
His great-great-great grandfather, Elwood Rodebaugh, 
private in Company D in the 106th Pennsylvania Volunteer 
infantry unit, was killed in the battle and buried as an 
unknown soldier. To his knowledge, Vermilya is the only 
staff member with an ancestor who perished in the battle. 
 “The Civil War battlefields are our nation’s classrooms. 
People can really learn their history by going to these 
parks,” Vermilya says. As an interpretive ranger, he greets 
visitors in the Visitors Center, orients them with the 
park map, and informs them about the day’s programs. 
He enjoys leading battlefield hikes, answering questions 
about the battle, and familiarizing guests with the 
positions and movements of each regiment. He talks to 
visitors from all walks of life from the U.S. and abroad 
about the importance of Antietam. He views his job as 
a responsibility: “It is up to us to preserve and share the 
stories about who we are as Americans.” 
  On September 14-17, 2012, Vermilya participated in the 
150th anniversary weekend of the Battle of Antietam. There 
were over 40,000 visitors, and Vermilya hosted programs 
and led hikes all weekend. “It was an unforgettable time. I 
did not have a voice at the end of it,” he chuckles.
 Vermilya’s other passion is writing, and he has been 
blessed with opportunities to hone his skills and advance 
the field of Civil War history. At John Carroll, he wrote his 
master’s thesis on Ohio soldiers who fought in Sherman’s 
Atlanta campaign of June 1864. Last year, he won the Dr. 
Joseph L. Harsh Memorial Scholar Award, presented for 
the first time by the Save Historic Antietam Foundation. 
With the scholarship funds, Vermilya was able to research 
the strength, experience, and composition of the Union 
Army of the Potomac during the Maryland Campaign that 
culminated in the Battle of Antietam. Every day off, he 
traveled to Washington, D.C., to the Library of Congress 
and the National Archives, and presented his research at a 
seminar at the battlefield last September.
 Vermilya is excited about a book contract with the History 
Press in Charleston, South Carolina. He has been commissioned 
to write a booklet on the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain, a topic 
he explored in his master’s thesis. While relatively small, the 
battle proved to be crucial in the fight for Atlanta in 1864. 
Researching the battle “presents a challenging—but nonetheless 
interesting—inquiry,” Vermilya comments. 
 This summer, Vermilya will work at Gettysburg to 
commemorate that battle’s 150th anniversary. He remains 
humble and thankful: “God has given me the gifts, abilities, 
and passion to pursue these things. Any success I have I owe to 
Him. I am so thankful for this great opportunity to do what I 
love.” ■ Elizabeth Anne Odell, ’13
Dan Vermilya reads the names of those who died at the Battle of Antietam at last summer’s 150th commemoration. This spring, 
Vermilya gave a tour of Antietam National Battlefield to students participating in the Washington-Hillsdale Internship Program.
“ It is up to us to preserve and  
share the stories about who we  
are as Americans. ”
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her work on the effect of limonene on the metabolites of 
early-stage breast cancer patients. The study showed that 
many cancer-related metabolites in the patients changed 
significantly in response to the limonene. Miller is excited 
about these discoveries.
 “In the early 1900s, scientists thought they had everything 
figured out in the field of physics,” Miller says. “Then 
quantum physics came along and opened up a new world. 
The same is true now of metabolomics. Only 30-40 percent of 
human metabolites have been identified, so it’s exciting to be 
working in a field where we learn something new every day.”
 This fall, Miller will assume the title of research assistant 
professor of nutritional sciences at the University of Arizona, 
with her lab remaining at the Cancer Center where she 
will continue her research. “More and more scientists are 
jumping into the field of metabolomics as we realize the 
implications for cancer prevention and treatment as well as 
other diseases,” she says. 
 While the question “When will there be a cure for cancer?” 
hovers at the forefront of the public’s consciousness, Miller 
focuses on prevention. “Two-thirds of cancers can be 
prevented,” she says, “through proper nutrition, exercise, not 
smoking, and lifestyle choices.” Miller’s research offers hope for 
a brighter future on a disease that has darkened so many lives. 
■ Monica VanDerWeide, ’95
Springs where she frequently volunteered. 
She enjoyed working in the church’s 
thrift shop, helping with Vacation Bible 
School registrations, and going to various 
assisted living communities to give 
communion. Rhea also volunteered at 
the NCH North Naples Hospital. After 
her first battle with cancer in 1982, she 
became active with the America Cancer 
Society’s Reach for Recovery program, 
which assisted patients immediately 
following surgery. She worked throughout 
her retirement years in the concierge’s 
office of the Ritz Carlton Hotel in Naples, 
Florida. In her spare time, Rhea enjoyed 
reading, shopping, helping others, and 
especially visiting her children and 
grandchildren in Michigan and Georgia.
1960s
Janet M. Prew 
Emerson, ’66, CO, 
of Bloomfield Hills, 
Michigan, passed away 
on November 1, 2012. She 
was born on February 6, 
1944. Janet was the loving wife of Arthur 
Emerson, ’64; the beloved mother of Todd 
(Rosemary) Emerson and Lisa Emerson, 
’92; and grandmother of Caitlin and Andrew. 
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Recent accomplishments include completing the digital 
archive for the Collegian from 1878 to the present, as well 
as for Hillsdale Magazine, under the direction of Public 
Services Librarian and College Archivist Linda Moore. These 
archives are searchable and available at hillsdale.edu/library/
Archives. The library has also procured all the known 
published yearbooks, the Winona and the former Wolverine.
 Technical Services Librarian Brenna Henry, ’08, another 
relatively new member of the library staff, carries on the 
tradition of a book discussion each semester. Recent book 
selections have included The Hunger Games and Pride and 
Prejudice. She picks books that are widely read, that are 
celebrating a notable anniversary, or on which a current 
movie is based. 
 The library staff enjoys working as a team. As a new staff 
member, Nord praises the work environment and the strong 
lines of communication. “I appreciate the willingness of the 
librarians to ask each other for input in problem solving, 
even from librarians in a different area of work,” he says. 
■ Elizabeth Anne Odell, ’13
LIBRARY CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
Brenna Henry and Martin Nord are the 
newest staff members in Mossey Library.
“ It’s exciting to be working in a field 
where we learn something new every day. ”
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OBSERVATIONS
Understanding and Courage
Hillsdale Works to Reform
K-12 EDUCATION
HILLSDALE COLLEGE is a rarity among institutions of higher 
learning. Why is that? Understanding and courage. The College understands its 
original mission “‘to furnish all persons who wish, irrespective of nation, color, or 
sex, a literary and scientific education’ outstanding among American colleges ‘and 
to combine with this such moral and social instruction as will best develop the 
minds and improve the hearts of its pupils.’” It understands this mission because 
Phillip Kilgore  
• Director of Charter School 
Development Program
• Joined Hillsdale staff  
in 2009
• pkilgore@hillsdale.edu 
it recognizes liberal arts education as 
the surest way to enable humans to 
flourish, to live good and happy lives as 
free people. It also has the courage to 
pursue this mission in the face of cultural 
forces that have led many similar colleges 
to abandon classical education and to 
embrace progressivism, moral relativism, 
and multiculturalism. This is a terrible 
problem in higher education, but it is even 
worse in K-12 education. In addition to 
lacking civic instruction and training in 
the virtues, schools have abandoned the 
teaching of real content. Public schools, 
which serve 89 percent of K-12 students 
in America, continue to graduate vast 
numbers of students with a stunning lack 
of knowledge of history and literature, as 
well as with a weak knowledge of math 
and science. They do not know how to 
read a book. Can we do better? We are 
certain the answer is “yes.”
 Just as understanding and courage 
make Hillsdale College a great 
institution of higher learning, they have 
sparked a redemptive effort to revive 
proper elementary and secondary 
education. Through the Barney 
Charter School Initiative, Hillsdale has 
extended its mission of education to 
certain classical charter schools. The 
College designed the academic program 
for two schools that opened in 2012 in 
Texas and New Mexico, and will do the 
same for two schools opening this fall 
in Georgia and Arkansas. These schools 
will soon serve grades K-12, providing 
the kind of rigorous, classical education 
in the liberal arts and sciences that was 
common in American public schools 
at the beginning of the 20th century. 
Students will learn to read through 
explicit phonics instruction. They will 
learn their math facts and algorithms 
and functions, as well as the concepts 
behind them. They will learn of their 
world through the natural sciences. 
They will read Twain, Melville, Austen, 
and Shakespeare. They will diagram 
sentences. They will study the history of 
Greece and Rome, the cardinal virtues, 
and the great ideas of our Western 
tradition. They will study America’s 
founding and its history. They will 
learn of its government and its free 
market economy.
 It is no surprise that Hillsdale 
graduates seek to teach and lead at 
these kinds of schools. Eleven Hillsdale 
College graduates were hired by the first 
two schools. More will teach at the two 
new schools this fall. Some will become 
principals at future schools. In turn, the 
best students from these schools will 
attend Hillsdale College. What better 
place to continue studying the highest 
things—a journey that Hillsdale is now 
helping to begin? ■
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Spring/Summer 2013 • V88-N1
ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED
Charger Football 
        vs. Indianapolis
’73 and ’88 football team   
                        reunions 
    Hockey reunion
Tent party featuring 80s cover band,
Breakfast
                Club
The
Saturday, 2:30 
2013
